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Monks :;d : ;nuutlu.

We are indebted to ALrRED WESLEY
Wisuanr for A Short History of Monks and
Monasteries (Albert Brandt, Trenton, N. J.),
& sketoh of monastic institutions from
their origin to their partial overthrow in
the Reformation period. ‘The suthor does

profess to have consuited original sources
any great extent, hut, although it is inters
tmediate authorities Lo whom he is malnly in-
debted for his data, he has striven to avoid
the errors into which one Is apt to fall from
the use of such means of information. What
be bas attempted to do is to prescnt the salicnt
tures of the subject so far as they are essen-
to & proper conception of the orderly evolus
tion of the ascetio Ideal, To understand mon-
astiolsm one must not only study the isolated
anchorite seeking a victory over a sinful self
in the Egyptian desert, or the monk in the
secluded cloister, but he must also trace the
fortunes of ascetio organlzations involving
multitudes of men, vast agregations of wealth
and eurviving the rise and fall of empires.
Within the scope of such an inquiry, almost every
phase of human life is encountered. Attention
s divided between hermits, beggars, mission-
@ries, professors, diplomatists, statesmen and
pontills,

1

The first seventy pages of this volume are
ttod to a review of mouasticism in the Fast,
soma investigntors, India (s thought to be
the birthplaoce of the institution.  lu the sacred
writings of the Hindoos, portions of which have
been dated a8 far back ns 2400 B, (', thers are
punerous legends about holy monks and many
asoetio rules. Although based on opposite
philosophical principles, the earlier Brahmin-
fsm and the later system, Buddhism, each
tended toward asectie practices, and they
each bhoast to-dav of long-descended orders
of monks and nuns. The Brahmin ascetie,
or Gymno=ophist (naked philosopher), as the
@Grecks ealled him, exhansted his imagination
in dovising schemes of self<torture. He buried
bimsel! with hig nose fust above the ground,
or wore an iron eollar, or susponded weights
fromy his body. Capable of alnost super-
human endurance, hin elenched his fists until
the nalls grew into his palms, or kept his head
turned in one directlon until he was unable
to turn it back {la was a miracle-worker
an oraele of wisdom and an honored saint,
We shall meet him again in the person of his
Christian descendant on the banks of the Nile,
The Bunddhist ascotic was loss rigorons than the
Gymnosophist in the torturing of his body,
but hoe was actiuted by the same seltish indi-
vidoalism, to wit: a desire tosave his own soul
by slavish obedicnoe toasceticrules. The main
fact to be remeimbered s that in India many
oanturies befors the Christion era there existed
both phases of Christian monasticism, namely,
the hoermit  and the erowded econvent
Long befors Fatier Bury, the Portuguese
missionary, first saw in the sixteenth cen-
tury Chiness  Buddhist torturing
themselves and using rosaries, there had
existad in India a Grand Lama. or head monk,
with monasteries under him, filled with monks
who kept the three vows of chastity, poverty
and obedienca. Thoy had their rountine of
prayors, of fasts and of lahors like the Christian

monks of the Middie Axes,

Even among the Greeks, not a few philoso-
phers had taught ascetic principles, It is
well known that Pythagoras, bornabout 580 B,
established a religions hrotherhood, the rules
of which provided for a rigorous self-examina-
tion and unquestioning submisston to a master,

bonves

. Jt has been assorted that the influence of the

Pythagorean philosophy was strongly felt in
Egvot and in Palestine after the time of Christ.

Certatn it 13 that mora than two thousand
years before lgnatius Loyola formed the
nucleus of his great society within his sub-
terranean chapel in the city of Paris, there
was founded at Crotonn in Greece an order
of monks whose principles, constitution, aims
and methods entitla them to bie culled the pagan
Jesuits, The teachings of Plato, also, must
bave bad, under certain social econditions,
& vpowerful influence  upon those  whoe
yearned for victory aver the flosh  Plate
strongly Insisted on an ideal life in which higher
pleasures should be preforred tolower,  Barthly
thoughts and ambitions were to give place to
a holy ecommunion with the Divine It is easy
to forecast the effect of such a philosophy in
times of general corruption upon these who
wished to acqulre exceptional moral and intel-
lectual powers, yet who felt unable to cope with
the temptations of social lite. It would lead, in
many cases, to a retreat from the woild, 1o a
life of meditation. As we approach Chrigtianity
more closely in thme and in teaching, we encoun=
ter the Jewish sect of the Essenes, which ex-
hibits remarkable resemblancees to Christian
monasticism. The sect is deseribed by Philo,
the Alexandrian Jewish philosopher, who was
born about 25 B. €., and by Josephus, the Jewish
historian, who was born at Jerusalem, A. . a7,
The Essenes stood outside of the Jewish ecclo-
siastical body: they were bound by strict vows,
and professed extraordinary puritv. They
avoided oities as centres of fmmorality, and,
with some exceptions, they eschewed marriag
They held aloof frem traffe, oaths, sluvehold-
ing and weapons of offence.  They were strict
observers of the RBabbath, wore a uniform robe,
possessed all things in common, engueed in
manual labor, abstained from forbidden food,
and, apparenty, rejected the bloody sacrifices
of the temple, although they continued to send
thither thank-ofNorings.  Novitiates were kept
on probation three yvears. ‘The sirictest dis-
ciplino was enioland; execommmnication fol-
lowing detection in heinous sin. Evidently
the standard of character was pure and lofty,
Their frugal food, siraple habits and love of
cleanliness, combined with a regard for ethieal
principles, conduced to a high type of lfe,
FPhilo says: “Of philosophy, the dialectical
department, as belng in no wise necessary for
the acquisition of virtue, the Kssones alb nndoned
to the word-catchers: and, the part which treats
of the nature of things, as being beyond human
grasp, they leave to speculative air-gazers
with the exeeption of that section of it which
deals with tha subsistence of God and the genesis
of all things: the ethical part of philosophy,
on the contrary, they right well work out.”
Pliny the elder, whe lived A. D). 23-70, made the
following reference to the Esaenes

“On the western shors of the Dead Sea, but
distant from it far enough to escape from its
noxious breeges, dwell the Essones,  They are
an Eremite clan, a clan marvellous bevond
any other in the world, without any women,
with sexual intercourse entirely given up,
without money and the associates of palin
trees. Daily I8 the throng of those that pross
about them renewed, mep resorting to them
in numbers, impelled throveh weariness of
existence and the surges of ill fortune to their
manner of life.  Thus it is that, through thou-
sands of ages incredible to relate!s their
soclety into which no one is born lives
on pereanially. So frultful to them is
the Irksomeness of life evperienced by
other men.” As a rule, admission to the
@&der was granted only to  adults, vt
ehlldren were somatimes adopted for training
in the principles of the sect. The record of
the Essenos shows that soime of the elenents
of monasticlsm existed in the time of Jesus
in Palestine, as well as in other countries. In
an account of the Therapoutm, a body of as-
cotics similar to the Essenes, Philo says: “There
are many parts of the world In which examples
of this class may befound. Thoy are, however,
most abundant In Fgypt.”

Mr. Wisliart points out that, during apostolie
times, vartous teachings and practices were
current that may be described as ascetic. The

Apostla Paul, in his letter to the Colossfans
doubtlesi had In mind a schoal which despised
the body and abstained from meats and wines,
Even al thatearly day an asceticism gathering
fnspiration frovn pagan philosophy was spread-
fug rapldly among Christians, It was in the
cioaing duys of the apostolic age, or very soon
thereafter, that the speculative sect of the
Gnostios became conslenonis the Cinosties
believed in the complete subjugution of the
body by austire treatment. The Montanists
'o oallad after thoir leader, Montanus, arose
0 Asia Minor dnriog the second contury’ Thoir
movement is described by Schall as a morhid
exagueration of Christian ldeas and demands
It was & powerful aud trantic protest against

‘

Iaxity of the Church. It despised
dress, and preseribed numerous
These facts, and others

the growi
ornamen
fasts and severitios,

that might be mentioned, prove that ascet-
icism was In the air. ‘They prove that worlds |

lineas wis advancing in the Church and ealled
for a rebuke and a return to apostolie Chris-
tianity, According to Harnack, the Church
was wlready secularized to n great extent in
the middle of the third century. It was not,
however, until nearly a century later, alfter
the conversion of Constantine. that the great
exodus of Christians from the eitles and towns
to mountains aud deserts began. Althongh
from the tine of Christ these had been alway<
wome who understood « hristianity to demand
complete separation from all carthly pleasures,
yot it was thres hundred years or more before
arge numbers bogan to adopt a hermit's life
as the only method of attaining sulvation.
Chrfstian  monasticism was slowly evolved
and gradually assumed definite organization
a8 a product of a medley of heathen-Jewish=
Christlan infuence

i

Between the time of Christ and that of Paul
of Thebes, who died in the first haif of the fourth
century, and is usually recognized ns the
ploneer of the anchoretic syvttem, many Chris-
tian disciples voluntarily abandoned their
wealth, renounced marrisge and adopted an
ascetio modeof life whilestill living in or near the
villages or cities, As the corruption of soclety
and the despair ol pure-minded men became
more widespread, anxions Christians wandered
further and further away from fixed habita-
tions, unttl, in an excess of spiritual fervor,
they foinnd themselves in the caves of the moun-
tains, desolata and dreary, where no sound of
human voica broke in upon the silence. Egypt
was the mother of Chrstian monasticism,
Soma of the harmit saints of the Egyptian
desert bacame famous for piety and miracu-
lous gilts.  Athanasius, fleeing from persecu-
tion, visitad them, and Jerome songht them out
to learn the stories of their lives, Less than
fifty vears after Paul of Thebes died, or about
378 A. D, the story of his life was penned by
Jerome, whotellsusthat this Paul was the real
orlgnator of tha hermit's life, although not the
first to bear the hermit's nune. During the
Decian persecution, when churches were laid
waste, and Christians were slain with barbar-
ons ernelty, Paul and his sister were deprived
of both their parents. He was then a lad of
18, an inheritor of wealth, and skilled for one
of his vears in Greek and Chrietian learning.
On aceonnt of his riches, he was denounced
as a Christian by an envious brother-in-law,
and compelled to flee to the mountains in order
to save his life, He took up his aboda in a cave,
shaded by a palin that affordad him food and
clothing. The story. however, that most
strongly impressed the fourth century of our
era was the biography of St. Anthony, the
patriarch of monks, and the virtnal founder
of Christian monasterics, 1t was said to have
bean written b Athanasins, the famons des
fender of orthodoxy and Archbishop of Alex-
andria; unguestionably, it exerted a power over
the minds of men beyond all ealenlation. It
seattered the reeds of asceticism wherever it
was read. Traces of its influence are found
all over the Roman Emplre, in Egypt, Asia
Minor, Palestine, Italy and Gaul.  Given the
character of Athanas<ins, we may feel assured
that he sincerely belinved all that he personally
recorded of the strange life of Anthony, and,
whethor it wera true or false, thousands of
others believed tha story. Augustine, the
theologian, acknowledged that this book was
one of the influences that led to his conversion,
and Jerome was mightily swayed by it,

Among the early Egyptian ascetics there
was a pious rivalry in self-torture. Their
imaginations were ineessantly employed In
devising new teats of holiness and ecournge,
They Uved in holes in the ground, or in dried-up
wells: they alept in thorn bushes. or passed
days and weeks without sleep; they eourted the
comnpany of the wildest beasts, and expesed
thelr naked bodies to the broiling sun.  Ma-
carlus became angry becange an insect bit him,
and, in penitence, he flung himsel! into a marsh,
where he lived for weeks. He came forth so
badly stung by gnats and flies that his {riends
hardly knew him. Hilarion at twenty years of
age was more like a spectre than a llving man;
his cell was only five feet hich, a little lower than
his stature. Some hermits carried welghts
equal to eighty, or even one hundred and
fifty pounds, suspended from their bodies,
Others slept standing against tho rocks.  For
three years, as it is recorded, one of them never
lay down  In their zeal to obey the Beripiures
they pald no head to phvsleal cleanliness, It was
their boast that they never washed Ope saint
would not even use water to drink, but gquenched
his thirst with the dew that fell on the grass.
St. Abraham never washed his face for fifty
years. Therais astory about Abbot Theodosius
who praved for water that his monks might
drink. In response to his peution, a stream
burst from the rocks, but the monks, over-
come by a weakness lor cleanliness, persuaded
the Abbot to ereet abath, whereupon the stream
dried up. BSupplications and repentanco
availed nothing. After a week had passed,
the monks, promising never agaln to insult
Heaven by wishing for a bath, had a second
Mosaie miracle vouchsafed to them,  Thus, un-
washed. clothed in rags, their bair uncut and
their faces unshaven, the Fgvptian ascetics
lived. For the strangest of all strange nar-
ratives, however, we must turn from Egypt to
Asia Minor, and make the acquaintance of the
immortalized by Tennyson, St. Simeon
fla lived between the years 390 and
49 A. D. Mo was a shepherd's son, but, at
an early age, entered a monastery Here
he distinguished himsell by excessive austerity .
One day he went to the well, removed the rope
from the bucket, and bound it tghtly aroun:l
his body underneath his clothes. A\ few days
later, the abbot, being ancry with Lim be-
cause of his extreme self-torture, bade his eom-
panions to strip him.  What was thelir astonish-
ment to Aind the rope from the well sunk deeply
into his flesh.  Withgreat trouble they unwound
the rope and the flesh with i1, and taking care
of him until he was well, they sent him forth
to begin the life of austerities that was to make
him famous. His piety and his miracies at-
tracted such crowds that he deterniined to
invent a mode of Hte which would deliver him
from the pressing multitudes. His fanciful
genius hit upon a echeme that gave him his
peoculiar name. lle took up his abode on the
top of a colunn which was at first about twelve
feet high, but was gradually elevated until it
measured sixty-four feet Hence he is called
Stylites, or the Plllar saint. On this lofty
colurnn, betwixt earth and heaven, the hermit
braved the heat and cold of thirty vears
Onoe a week, only, he partook of food. Many
times a day he bowed his head to his feet; one
man counted 1,244 times, and thon stopped
in sheer wearinesa from gazing at the miracle
of endurance aloft  Again. from the setting
of the =in to {ta appearance in the East, Lo
wouid stand unsoothed by sleen, with his arms
outstretehed lke n crogs.  Ona day a diseiple,

saint
Stylites.

ascending the columi, fornd that his mmastor |

was no more.  Ilis body was lowered from the
summit of the eolmmn and carried down the
mountain to Antioch,

For the ¢enobitie lite, or life in common,
as well as for the anchoretie life, we must go
back to Egypt, so far as Christianity (s con-
eerned. The author the first  Christian
monastic rules is said to have been Pachonius
who was born in Egypt about the vear 292
A.D. Converted while in the army, he retired
on his discharge to an island in the Nile. It
was not long before he was surrounded by a
congregation of fellow as  ties for whom ho
davised regulations.  The laonks of Pachomius
were divided into bands of tens and hundreds,
each tenth man being an under oMceer. subject
in turn to the hundredth, and all subject to
the superior, or abbot of the mother house
They lived three in a cell, and a congregation

of cells constituted a laura, or monastery,
Thore was a common room for nieals and wor-
ship, Each mouk wore a close-nitting tunie
and a white gontskin upper garment, which was
nover laid aside at meals or in bed, but only at
the Fuchanst. Their 1ood usually consisted
of bread and water, but, occasionally, they
enjoyed such luxuries as ol salt, fruits and
vegetables, Tloy ate in silenee, which was
sometinies broken by the voiee of a reader
“No oman " says Jerome, “dares look al his
neighbor, or clear lus throat. Silent  tears
run down his cheeks, but not & sob escapes
their lips " Their labors consisted of  some
licht handiwork, or of tlling the fields. They
ralted trees, made beehives, twisted fish-
fnes, wove haskets and copied manuseripts
1t was early apparcut that, as man could oot

of

.
live alone, so he oould not withou

’\\'o shall see later this p o om
more colearly by nedlo ut even at t
remote day, provision was made for secular

employments,

",

In his second chapter Mr. Wishart follows
the fortunes of the monastic system from its
Introduction in the western provinces of the
Roman Empire to the time of Benediot of Nur
sin, the founder of the first great monastic
order. When Athanasius fled to Reme inA. D
30, to escape the persecutions of the Arians,
he took with him two specimens of monastio
virtue, Ammonius and Isidore. The hermits,
savage and fllthy 1n appearance, excited gen-
eral disgust, and their account of the tortures
voluntarily undergone by thelr holy Fgyptian
brethren was received with derision. Men,
however, who had faced and conquered the
terrors of the desert wera not to be easiiy re-
pulsed.  Aided by other ascetic visitors from
the East, they persisted in their propaganda,
until eontempt vielded to admiration
enthusiasm of the uncouth eremites hecame
contagious. The Christians in Rome soon
welcomed the story of the recluses as a divine
call to abandon a dissolute goclety for the
peace and foy of a desert lite.  In 848 and 849,
Athanasius visited Gaul. He recounted the
same tale of 8t. Anthony and the Fgyptian
hermits, with similar results

The Gallican ecclesiastic whose name is
most intimately associated with the spread
of monasticism in Western Furope befora the
days of Benedict was 8t. Martin of Tours, He
died about 366 A. D. For & time he was a rol-
dier, but, after leaving the army, he became
a hermit, and, subsequently, Bishop of Tours,
The monks whom he collected around him
dwelt in caves cut out of scarped rocks. They
were clad in camel's hair, and lived on a diet
of brown bread, sleeping on a straw couch,
Aocording to tradition he was the uncle of
St. Patrick, who is said to have established
monasteries in Ireland. There i8 no douhbt
that, before the birth of Benedict of Nursia,
there wers monks in (ireat Britain. The Mon-
astery of Bangor in North Walea is caid to have
heen founded abont 450 A. D. In North Afriea,
St Augustine established religious houses, and
wrote a set of rules for their government. Thesa
rules were superseded in time by those of Bene-
diet, but they wore resnscitated under Charle-
magne, and reappearad in the famous Austin
Canons of the eleventh century. About 450
A. D, monasticism sufferrd an eclipse that
lasted for over half a century. It soemed as
if the institution in the west was destined to
end in the same miscarriage which had over-
taken its Fastern predecessor. It was rescued
from eollapse, however, by & man who infused
new energyv into the monastic body, and syste-
matized its established principles,

St. Benedict, the founder of the famous or-
der that bears his name, was born at Nursia
about A. D. 480, Tho monastery which he
founded on Monte Cassino in A. D. 530, becama
the mother of innumerable cloisters, His or-
der became, and remadned by far the most
important monastic brotherhood up te the
thirteanth cent vy,
ders which sprang up during the interval were
based upon Benedictine rules, and were really
attempts to reform the monastio system on
the basis of Benedict's original practice. 0Of
coursa, the term “order” us applied to the Bene-
dictines, is used in a different sense from that
which it bears when applied to later monnstie
bodies. Lach Benedictine house was prac-
tically independent of every other, wherens
the houses of the Dominicans, Francircans or
Jesuits wera to he bound together under one
head, The family i{dea was characteristie of
the Benedictines. The abbot was the father,
and the monastery was the home were the
Benedictine was content to spend his life, 1In
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, how-
ever, it was thought needful for the gen-
eral good of each monaglic family to secure
some kind of union

No new principle seems to be dikclosed by
the Benedietine rulea. The command to labor
had been emphasized even in the monasteries
of I'gypt. The monastery that was to s yoeed
in the West must provide for men Who not only
could toil hard, but who must do so if they were
to be kept pure and true; it must welcome
men accustomed to the dangerous adventures
of ploneer lifa in the vast foresta of the North,
The Denedictine system met the oconditions

tle regulations; by a judicious subordination
of minor matters to essentlal discipline; by
bringing into greater conspicuousness the
doctrine of labor;
of the cell to meet the necessities of a severe
climnte; and, lastly, by devieing a scheme
of life equally adaptable to the denizen of sunny |
Italy and the rude inhabitant of the northern
forest, Next to the religious services rendered
by the Benedictine monks, their greatest con-
tribution to civilization was educational and
literary. The rules of Benedict provided for
two hours of reading aday, and it was evidently
this regulation that stimulated literary tastes
and resulted In the collecting of hooks and
the reproducing of manuseripts. There was
great danger that the remalins of classie liter-
ature might be destroved in the gzeneral de-
vastation of Ttaly, The Henedictine houses
rescued the literary fragments that escaped
and preserved and multiplied them. For a
period of uiore than six centuries thesafety
of the literary heritage of Furope denvcnded
upon the scribes of a few dozen scattered mon-
asteries.  The  Benedictine monk, however,
was more than a collector and transcriber of
books; he became the chronicler and the sehool-
teacher. The records that have come down

The |

Nearly all the other or- |

by a unique combination of well-known monas- |

by terupering the austerities |

| had brought about
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| which was bullt on his patrimonial estate near
| Montpelller. His latest establishment, which
| was nituated near Aix-la-Chapelle, became
famous as a centre of learning and sanctity,
" One of the most celebrated reformed monas-
teries wis the convent of Cluny in Burgundy,
about fifteen miles from Lyons, which was
i founded by Duke Willlam of Aquitalne in 910,
{ It was governed by a code based on the rule of

St. Benedict  The monastery began with twaelve

monks, but became so illustrious that, under
. Abbot Hugo, there were 10,000 tnonks in the var-
! lous houses under its rule. It was from Cluny
¢ that Hildebrand went forth. This monastery
. gave to the Church three Popes, Gregory V11,
| Urban Il and Paschal 11 Connected with
. it wan a church, then the largest in the world,
| which was only but slightly surpassed in later
| yrars by St. Peter’s in Rome. Begun in 1089
| by the Abbot Hugo, it was consecrated In 1101;
i it contained twenty-flve altars and many costly
, works of art.  Afwr the middle of the twellth
| century thisillustrious house declined in charac-
ter and influence, until. during the French Rev.
i olution, its property was confiscated by the

Constituent Assembly. The church was sold for

100,000 francs and is now in ruins.

I Another celebrated relormatory movement
i was begun by 5t. Brunoe. whoe founded the Car-
! thusian Order about 1086, With six compan-
| fons, Brunoestablished the famous Grande Char-
treuse In a rocky wilderness near Greaoble in

France, separated from the rest of the world
{ by a chain of mountains covered with snow
| and iece for two-thirds of the vear, Until 1137,
I the Grande Chartreuse was governed by un-
written rules. The Carthusians differed in
many respects {rom other orders. The rujes
indicata that their chief aim was to preclude
the monks from Intercourse with the world,
and largely with each other, for each monk
hnd a separate room, cooked his own food, and
rarely met with his brethren, so that he was,
practically, a hermit. Their eclothing con-
sisted of a rough halr shirt worn next the skin,
a white cassock over it, and, when they went
ont, a black robe. Fasting was observed ut
least three days a week, and meat was strictly
forbidden. Under no eclrenmstances  what.
ever were women allowed to set foot within
| the precinet. Recourse was made to blistering
| and bleeding, as well as ta fasting, for the pure.

pose of controlling carnal impulses, On the
! whole, the austeritios were as severe as human
] nature in the wild and cold region whera the

mother house was situated, could endure,
| Owing to ita severe diseipline and to the fact
[ that =olitude was deemed the ideal state, the

Carthusian Order was unfitted to secure ex-

tensive contrel. or to gain a permanent ine

fluence upon the development of European
| nations, Its chief contributions to modern

civilization were mada through the remark-

abl® men who passed from the seclusion of

the cell into active life and the world, There
| were many other reformers of the Benedic-

tine rule, one of whom, at least, cannot be

passed over, namely, Bernard of Clairvaux
| The order to which he belonged wes the (is-

tercian, 8o named because the mother house
| was at Citeaux in France. Its members are
gometimes called the “White Monks, " becngan
. of thelr white tunics. Austere simplicity char-
| aoterized their churches, liturgy and habits,
During his lifetime, Bernard did much to im-
prove and extend monasticism, and his work,
for awhii, survived him; neverthelass, the
tendeney to corruption and disintegration soon
reappear>d.,

To counteract this tendency were founded
the Franciscan and Dominicin orders, popu-
| larly known as the Mendicant and Preaching
| Friars, which were respectively authorized
by the Papacy in 1216 and 1223, The order
which 8t. Francis of Assisi founded, comprised
three classes: First, the Franclscan Friars,
or Order of Friars Minor, called also Gray or
Begging Friars; secondly, the Nuns of St
(lara; thirdly, the order ealled Brotherhood
of Penitents, which was composed of lay men
and women. There were also thres Dominican
orders, namely, the Order of Preaching Friars,
already mentioned, an order of nuns and a
third order called the Militin of Jesus Christ.
In these orders appear for the first time two
novel monastic teachings, to wit: the substi-
tution of itineracy for the seclusion of the
cloister and the abolition of endowments,
Iu time, the vow of poverty was virtually aban-
doned. and permanent property was acquired,
for which reason the Council of Trent pro-
| hibited mondicity, except in the case of the
Observantines and Capuchins. After elevat-
ing monasticism to the zenith of its power,
the niendicant orders like all the preceding
| brotherhoods, entered upon a period of decline,
! The attalnmont of a prosperity Inconsistent
| with the intentions of the founders of the urders
corruption and exoess,
The time ecame when the professed followers
of Nt. Francis of Aseisi, whom he loved to
describe as “sturdy beggars,” dwelt in palatial
convents and trampled their idea! into dust,

From some points of view the mendicant
orders might be considered as representing
the last stage in the evolution of the monastic
institution. It is true that the Society of Jesus,
which was sanctioned by the Pope in 1540,
rests upon the three vows of poverty, celibacy
and obedience; nevertheless, the ascetic prin-
ciple is reduced in it to a minimum. The early
religious orders had been based upon the idea
of retirement from the world for the purpose
of acquiring holiness.  The constant tendency,
however, of the religious communities had been
toward a more and more active participation
in the world's affairs. This tendency had be«
come especially marked among the Mendicant
Friars who travelled from place to place, and,

to us of several centuries of European history !
lu the earlier Middle Ages ara due almost ex- |
clusively to the labors of the monastic chron- !
ielers, By the end of the ninth century nearly |
all the Luropean monasieries condiacted schools |
which were open to the children of the neigh- |
borhood.  To appreciate the importance of |
this function, we must remember that at the |
tima neither national nor provincial govern-
ments had assumed any responsibility in con-
nection with elementary education, while u-
nicipal authorities were too ignorant and, in
many cases, too poor to make auy provision !
for the instruction of children, The Rene. |
dictines also rendered a great social ascrvice !
by reclaiming d serted regions and by elearing |
toreate,  oman tuxation and barbarian in- !
vasion had runed wultitudes ol farmers who |
abandoued their lands and swelled the numbers
of the homeless. The monks repeopled the
deserted ficlds and carried civilization into
wilds nover betore tilled. Many amonastery with
Its surrounding buildings became the nuclens
of a city. The more depressing the glooin
of forest solitudes. the more the monks seemed
to love them. They cut down trees in the |
heart of the wilderness and transformed a
soil bristling with thickets into pastures and
ploughed tields. Thoey Mmml.umj the peasans
ty to lator and taught them useful lessons
fin agricultuere,  Thos they beeame an indus-
trial as woll as a spiritual ageney for good.
The Bonodictune rule spread witn worderful
rapidit I s (‘l'n“ll.lb'l‘ that, in the varicns
societios ol e Benedictines, there have boen

no tewer than 47,000 monasteries and 120,000
abbota  lor the space of 239 years the Bene-
dictines  governed  the Catholieo Chureh by
48 Popes chosen tron their order They b ast
of 200 Cardinals, 7. 000 Archbhishops, 16,000 Bishops
and 4,000 saints. The astomishing assertion
is nlso made that no fower than twenty eme- |
perors and forty-seven kines resigned  their |

erowns to hecome Benedictine monks.  Their

conveits cumed ten ermpresses and Aty queens
Whatever the motive that drew princes and
princesses to the monhastic order, the retire-
ment of stich lurge numbers ol the Feudal
aristocrncy indieates the influenee of a religions
systern which conld cope successtully with the

attractions of the palace and the natural passion
for political dondalon

1v.

During the eighth, ninth and tenth cen-
turies taere was 0 widespread deeline in the
spirit of devotion and a relaxation of monastie
discipline.  The first strenuous reaction against
monastie corruption was headed by Benedict
Aniane (750-821 A, D), who asserted that the
Bencdietine rule was formed for novices and
invalids. He attributed the prevailing laxity
among the monks to the mild diseipline. As
Abbot of a monastery, he undertook to reform
its affairs by adopting a more rigorous system,
He leaned too far back, however, for human
nature in the Weat, and the conclusion was
ultimately foreed upon him that Benedict of
Nursia had formulated a set of rules as striog
as could be enforced among Westorn monks
Accordingly, he directed his effortsa mainly
to securing a faithful observance of the original
Benedictine rules, adding, nevertheless, a
number of burdensome regulations, Several
colonies were sent out from his monastery,

ultimately, attained importunt university posi-
tions. It reached its culmination in the Society
of Josus. Retirement among the Jesuits is em-
ployed merely as a means of preparation for
active life.  Constant intercourse with society
at large was provided for in the coustitution
of the order

Other differences are ohservable between
the monastic communities and the Society of
Jesus, The Jesuit diseards the monastic gown,
and is averse to the old monastic asceticism,
with its rigorous and painful treatment of
the body. Again, while the older religious
socinties were essentially democratic in spirit
and mode of government, the monks sharing
in the control of the mouastic property and
participating in the election of superiors, the
josuitioal system is intensely monarchieal,
a despotism pure and simple. 1t is further to
be noted that, in the older orders, the welfare
of the individual was jealously guarded, and
his sanctification was sought. Among the
Jesuits, on the other hand, the individual is
nothing: the body corporate is everything.
Adrudssion to the monastic und medi ant orders
wias encournged and  eas'ly obtained.  The
novitiate prescribed for the Jesnits is long
and diffleult.  Access to the highest grades
of the order is granted only to those who have
served the soclety efMctently for many yvears.

Looking back over this long hist ry. we see
that the Christian monk has, by the close of
the &icteonth  century, materially  ehanged
since he first llrirﬂ‘ll’fd in the desorts of Nitria
in Faypt. He has ecome forth from his den
in the mountains to take his ceqt in parliaments
and to tind  his home in palaces” He s no
louger flithy In appearance, but elegant in dress
and couruy in manner. He has exchanged
his rags for silksand e:'\\'o-la He 08 no longer
tho rocluse of lonely clilfs chatting with animals
nnd gazing at the stars.  He is & man of the
world, with schemes of conquest teeming in
his brain and a love of domintion ruling his
heart.  He is no longer a diteh-digeer and a
ploughman, but the dominator of couneils or
the cultured professor of universities. He
still takes the throe vows of eolihaey, poverty
and obedience, but they no longer mean to
run the same things that they meant to the
ess cultured but more genuine onk of the
desert. He has all bur mmr-l»-wi' logt sight
of the ancient monastic ideal. @ still pro-
fesses the poverty of Christ, but he can no
longer follow so simple a man as is St. Franeis,
It is, iy truth, a long way from Jerome to Igna-
tius. Loyoln reprosenta the last type of monas-
tic life, the last great leader of lm monastie
army.

Edward 111,

In the History of Edward I11. by Jayes Mac-
KINNON  (Longmans), we have the outcome
of a new and first-hand investigation of con-
temporary evidence. The data here relied
upon consists, in the first place, of oficial doeu-
ments, and, secondarliy, of the chronicles of the
period. It was time that the materiols relating
to an important epoch of English constitutional
and political history should be made the sub-
Ject of a fresh inquiry. The publication under
capable editorship of the chronicles of the
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fourtaenth century, which has been going
on during the last fifty years, has given the au-
thor of this book & signal advantage over his
predecessors in respect of absolutely trust-
worthy texts. The publications of the Record
Commisslon, for instance, leave nothing to be
desirad. Tt is also to be noted that the editorial
labors of scholurs like Baron de Lettenhove
and M. Luce have recreated the Chronicles of
Froissart, ontirely superseding the edition of
M. Buchon to which writers on Edward I1L
have hitherto been indebtad for much Qf their
information.  Of unquestionable value, nlso, are
the compa=atively recent aditions of the Chron-
icles of Neotland contained in the series put
forth by the Maitland (lub, with which may be
classod the papers lssued by the Societé de
U'Histoire de France and the Chronigues Belyjea

Inedites. These fourteenth mmur( analysts
have heen subjected by Mr._ Mackinnon to a
critical comparison wYth offcial documents,
with the result that numerous errors have been
corrected .

‘e nead not say that the history of Edward
11T embraces pot only that of England for
half # century, but also, though in a more lunited
degres, that ‘of Scotland, France, the low
Countries and Spain. It is the history of a
momentons and dramatic epoch, influenced
and overshadowed by a remarkable man, who
wits the chief motive power of the activity of his
Hee It is not, however, the biogranhical part
of the narrative, nor the account of battles and
slages to which we would haJe direct attention,
but rather some notable incidents In the consti-

tutlonal and social development of England

during this memorable rewgn,

L

Lot us Begin by marking the proceedings
of the Parliament of 1341, in which we resm
to ree the Long Parliament foreshadowed.
It should be observed that, at this time, the
Commons already constitute aseparate delibere
ative hody with large powert. The mode of pro-
codure was, after debate, to state the rneasiures
desired, and present them in the form of a
series of petitions to the King. who answered
each —yesorno, asthe case might be -and stuted
his reasons. The position taken at this t'me
by the two houses, which form the English
national assembly, must be accounted one of
the iandmarks in the history of the struggle
for the right of the subject, which was to end
in the vindieation of the supremacy of consti-
tution and law over autoeracy and burean-
cracy.  In addition to elaiming the right of
trinl by their pears, the 1.ords insi-ted that the
Great Chartar, the Forest Charter and the prive
ileges of the Church, the franchises of the city
of London and of the other cities and burghs
of the reahin, of the Cinque Ports and the whale
commonalty of the land, which had been in-
fringed by the King and his oflcers, should he
obhserved in every particular and
reaffirmed.  The Commons supported the Lords
in their petition and enlarged still more point-
edly on the atmsrs of administration. A mo-
mentons precadent was established in the
fact that thev insisted, the Lords indorsing
the demand, that the great offcers of State,
1o wit: tha Chancellor the Chief Justices of
both bhenches, the Treasurer, ("hancellor and
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, the Sonesclal
Chamberlain, Controller, Keeper of the Privy
Seal and Treasurer of the Wardrobe, should be

bofore the peers on assuming office to ohserva
the laws of the land and the provisions of the
Great Charter. The Commons [nsisted also
that the accounts of those intrusted with the
expenditure of the sums grantad to the King
since the beginning of the war with France
should be examined that tha recent Ordinance
of Northampton directing the arrest of male-
factors of avil repute. which had been made a
pretext for Imprisoning many of the King's
good lteges, shonid be repealed; that the con-
ditions on which the last subsidy Lad been
grantad should be ohserved to the letter; and
that the commissions of inquiry appointed
by the King without consent of Parliament,
which had been guilty of illegal exactions,
should be revoked and redrasa granted. The
grievancea of the elargy, as set forth in letters
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, formed the
sibiect of another set of petitions presented
by the prelates. In short, nothing lsss than
aweeping reform of adminfetration, in aece
cordanee with the ehartered rights of Fnglish-
men, would satisfy this mest public-spirited
Parliament, &0 truly reprasentative of the
English national temper in its jealons coneern
for the liberty of thesubject and the supremacy
of the law. The King, said the petitioners,
might nominate his Ministers, hut onlv hy
the advies of the national le gislature, and those
s0 appointed must be amenable to law and re-
sponsible for their public conduet to Parlia-
meit. Modern times have not gone further
than thic on the road to Parllamentary suprém-
acy, except when a racaleitrant king was pun-
ished by decapitation or deposition

We can well understand that there was a ring
in the demands of the Parliament of 1341 which
did not sonund pleasantly in the ears of a strong
minded monarch accustomed to impulsive and
high-handed action. He would fain have
avoided such large concessionz, and at first,
returned qualiffled answers  But Parliament
was in no mood to tolerate evasive eourses,
and insisted upon complianes.  Supply being
indispensable, there was nothing for it but to
comply for the most part with the best grace
possible, though with ample mental reserva-
tions, and to transform the obnoxious petitions
Into statutes of the realm.  On the main point,
the responsibility of Miuisters to Parliament,
Edward's words  were explicit.  Not only
should Ministers, he promised, in case of a va-
cancy, be appointed by advice of the peers and
the council, but they should be sworn by Par-
liament to maintain inviolate the law and the
Constitution At the beginning of each sube
sequent Parliament, they should demit office
for four or five days, in order that their conduet
might be investigated, and, in case of their
failing to do this, they might be removed from
officaand punished by their peers.  Against this
measure the Chancellor and the Judges un-
availingly protested.  They were compellod
o subinit 1o the ceremony of being «worn, and
*arliament then ordered the subsidy already
granted 1o be collected with the utmost de-
spatch,  This Parliwmentary victory was, as
may be supposed, intensely galling to Edward
and, unfortunately for his probity, he did
not  hesitate, having once got a supply
of money, to reoudiate his royal word
On Oct. 1, 141, he issued a proclamation
annulling  on his  own authority the
obnoxions lewislation as derogatory’ of his
rerogatives, and contrary to the laws nand cus-
omes of tha realm.  He did not seruple to con=
fesa that hie had been guilty of delibernte dis-
simulation in assenting to the demunds of Par-
liament, but attempted to justity his conduet
by the plea of State necessity.  Fifs refusnl, ha
said, would have brought about the dissolution
of Parliament and ruined his affairs, and his
advisers had since assured him that it was his
duty to repeal those unconstitutional statutes
Which he thereby did, saving snch articles as
might be consonant with his rights as King and
the laws enacted by his predecessor  Here
then, we see the pendulum swinging back to
monarchie absolutisin with a vengeance, Par-
liament heing eoolly teld that the King aay re-
voke or revise ita enactments, as it shall please
hita in the exeicise of his prerogative

.
Before turning to the next constitutional
crisia, 1et us paus® 1o note what the stu-ent
of contemporaneous documents has to tejl
us concerning the frightful pestilence which
visited Engiand in 1345, The hesday of luxury
and pleasure which hal followe1 the victory
at Creey and the capture of Calais suffers! a
terrible eclipse in the ravages of the Black
Death. From China and In‘ia this awful
scourge aivance! between the years 1347 and
1350 with fatal persistence along the great
trade routes from Asia Minor into Greece,
and thence to Italy, Franee, Spain, the Low
Countries, Germanv, England, Scotland, Ire-
land, Norwav, Denmark, Polan!, and, even-
tually, Russin, In many countries famine,
the resuit of drought, floods or the ravages of
war, had prepared the soil for the harvest of
death, while the flithy condition of European
as well as Oriental eities provided anapt medium
for the spreal of the peatilential contagion.
Strange to sa), this particular plague attacke.!
by preference the voung an! strong an< hLut
sparingly infirm ani agel. The usual
symptoms wore disgusting boils in the groin

the

solemnly |

tongue, the blood-charged expectoration
polsoned the air with a pestiferous stonch, and
made it certain destruction to breathe the
atmosphere or even touchanvarticle impreg-
nated by the foul miasma. Few of those at-
tacked withstood more than a day or two the
torments of fever and putrefaction that made
death a happy rellef and drove many to hasten
its advent by their own hand. The medical
knowledge of the age was Impotent to cure
or allav the sufferings of the vietims. Few
physicians hat the courage to attend those
weized with the terrible malady, and even the
priesta shunned the hede of the dying. Parents
forsook their children and children their par-
ents in the wild panic which the outbreak of
the plagua bore framn place to place. Yot even
the fugitives were not safe, for to have once
hreathe ! the pestilential atmosphere in the
overcrowdedi flithy cities, or even to have
looked into the eve of the sick, was to be un-
done.  In gar lens, woo s, flelds, dasert places,
the plague tracke) the *fugitives and struck
down its vietimns with remorseless certainty,
Fven on the sea there was no eseape  (f one’
had breathed but for o moment in the infected
zone, and ships were discoverad crifting in
the Mediterranean and the Nerth Sea or crive-
ing ashore with not aliving heing on hoard

In Ergland the dreadful scourge made
its appearance [n August, 1348 at Dorchester,
Southampton and Bristol, whenece it spread
with fell rapidity all over the southern coun-
ties. raging with especial virulence at Nor-
wich, Yarmouth, leicester and York. In
England, as on the Continent. the inpmcerahle

bodies were thrown in heaps into trenches,
the higher eclisses alone, which sufiered for
less than the lower.obtaining the privilegs of
geparate burial. In one fleld near Smith.
fleld a8 many as 50,000 corpses were interred
in this hasty fashion. The very lowest osi-
mate of the number of victins in London was
100000, and in Norwleh 57000 perished. On
dan 1 and March 10, 1349, the meeting of Par-
linment had to be postponed in conseguence
of the appaliing mortality. The administra-
tion of justice ceqsed from want of Judees

to hear causes, In many churches divipe
services were suspended  the priesis havine
died or fled, and for months candidates for
vacant beneflees conld not be proeured jor
ten times the usual stinend, though after the
tarrible  wvisitation had passed there was g
riush of illiterate widowers {romy aniong the

lower ciasses for the vacant viearotes  \any
hamlets in England, as in Franes, e C0Ne
pletely depopulated, and the ruined, deserted
houses  1ald for  wvears afterward the
i tale of the ravages of the angel of death
In the towns there was hardly a street taat
did not heap witness in &lmilar tragie faghion
to tha sorrow of that sgamhre vear. Prom
Yorit the plague sproad northward into Reots

land in 1240 According to the Enelish chroni-
clers the covnie himptality of the Seoteh, who
indulged in resentful witticisims at the “foul

death of the Fnelish,” was puniched by the

sucdden Inroad of tha pestilence with scarcely
i

loas fatal resalta. The Scots, it spems had
{assamblad an army in the forest of Selkin)

; | with intent to take advantage of the impo-
appointed hy advice of Parliament and s«worn | !

tence of their plagnue-stricken eneray v a
raid into England, when the pest broke out
in thelr camp with the same syrptoms of loath-

rome  corruption and inevitable  dicsolntion
and earried off 5000 of them. The fugitives
spread the contagion in all  directisng, and

for fully a vear death and lamentation fAlled
the country. In Scotland, as in England, it
was the middle and lower classes that suf-
fered most severely. Here, ton, panic rent
asnnder the closest ties of kin and friend-
ship, “sons fleeing from their pirents for fear
of the contagion as from the face of a leprr
or an adder.” Both Wyntoun and Forgun
estimate the rate of mortality at a thind of
the population. In England it was computed
at one-half,

It is well known that the Black Death, by
diminishing the supply of labar to a vast eo-
tent, brought social and econormiie ills in its
train. A murrain wrought gs fell havoe among
the cattle as had the pestilonce among the raral
population.  Herds and locks that had heon
deprived of their owners and shephords by
death wandered over England carrying the
epldemie with them, and perighing by thou-
sands.  Tn one paetura as many ns 5,000 ear-
ensses were to be seen polssning the air with
an intolerable stench. The natural result
was a eoarcity of food as well as a'dearth of labor
after the outbreali had spent its force. The
land fell out of cultivation for want of tenants
and lahorers to flll 1t, in spite of the remis-
sfon of rents by the owners.  Grain as well 08
cattle, which had been very cheap during the
first months of the plague, in consequence of
the depletion of the population and of 1he uni-
versal panic which had disorganized all bhasi-
ness, soon rose enormously in price.  An article
that had sold for a penny before the plague
was not to be bought afterward for le=z than
fivepence.  Famine threatened to  contipue
the mortality. In this dismal state of things
the English peasant saw an opportupity ol
bettering his condition which, hitharto, owing
to the burden of villein wservices, had been
wretched Indeed.  If prices rose in consequence
of dearth, why should not the price of his labor,
especlally as he was often paid in base cain,
rise in proportion? The number of laborers
being thinned to a third or more of what it
was before the plague, the landlord must double
or even treble the starvation pittance, or do
without his labor. The law of supply and
demand should operate to his advantage, or
he would strike, and compel his employer to
submit to it.  Five and a half centuries ago, the
Enclish peasant, whose lot was a hard one,
following the teaching of experience, reasoned
in unconacious aceordance with the masims
of modern political economy.  if grain sold at
a high rate, why should he not have Lis fair
share of the profits? The landiords of the time,
however, saw in this insnbordination the over-
weening conceit of rebellion hinds, or a specious
pretext for laziness, and made a great
cry. Edward 11 came to the rescue in 1349
wth a proclaumation enjoining labor on every
able-hodiod person under sixty vears of age
who shonld ba without a voeation or 2 compe-
tence, and determining the rate of wages to be
that which had been usually pald. In pur<nanece
of this policy of state control, the venders of
victuals were enjoined to sell their commodi-
ties at reasonable prices, and “viliant heggur<"
who preferred 1o live on charity ingtead of by
work, were to be taught industry by whole-
some  compulsion.  This regulation proving
ineffectual, Parliament in 1251 enacted a Stat-
ute of Laborers, on the lines of the proclama-
tion, fixing the rate of wages for laborers and
artisane, and forbidding them to move from
one county to another

The agrarian ctrucgle thus began lasted

—
in goodness a superior man to any king, nohje,
bishop or other plutocrat of them ull, 8o,
at least, the moralists of the age mswure |y,
It is In “Plers Ploughman” that Langland findg
the hope of salvation for a godless, anti-Chriy.
tinn, suffering world. 1t is in him that Layg.
land places the sense of right, the will
to do well, the desire to be guided by reason
and conscience, the striving for improven e,
the hope of better things, while the moralig
lashes the debased and worldly priests apg
monks, and the oppressive, luxurious unq
degonerate higher olasses of society. 1 Ly
the wretched but honest and industrious peg.y g
i3, after all, @ person of some fmportinee |4
a convietion strongly planted in the heart of
Langland, the dreamer among the Malverp
Hills, himself a monk nnd a friend of the yye
sophisticated and well-meaning rustios ¢
taln it i that there were forces at work, eypn
in the face of a heartioss conventionnl.y,
whirh were to nesert themselves undes | ard

VL inoa determined, if despairing. utte it
‘m revolution on behalf of equity  Frere
highwav in Fngland wins being trodd, by

eartest-minded men who presched righteo o
ness iy the mh;-v of ecorruption and iy
who denounced the pride and seltishye . o8
tha higher orders. and demanded 1hat 1)
Ktate, the Chureh and buman society shon g do
Justice 1o the poor man.  Reason and .
sciones ware not altogethor muMed bhe  ha
fneubus of privilege and oppression whicl vy
throataning to erush the iife ont of the hoe
‘n-h':'r In thi= demoeratic spirit, whioh wa
wainning to feel ite potency, thern was gn
eartest of future amendment and of the
mate reign of liberty. humanity and justjow
all although the path o its realizato

for nearly half a century. At tie heginning
of that perind, and during the greater part of
It. the agricultural section of the English people

were in a state hordeting on slavery. Their
lot was: wretched and intelerable from 1le |
viewpoint of our own times. Poverty, .m.‘

pression and Injustice were omnipre-ent. The

world was a chaos of misery and anarchy, ‘
corrupt 1o the core, according to the nsser.

tions of the prophets of the times, and Mr. |
Mackinnon finds evidenceencughin the records

to prove that they were not indulging in merely |
fanatic ravines. War, pe-tilence and fuum;M
suceeeded in grim procession, and turned the

world into a hell of misory. There was little

in the gloomy picture to suggest the dawn ¢ fa,
bettar state of things The world reemed |
about to sink into the abyss amid the judg- |
ments of an angry God vpon the sins of men
It was the reign of Antichrist in the State and
in the Church. So. at least, it appeared to an
affrightod  generation of miserabls mortals
In this foredoomed world the peasantry wi’ h
bore so large a part of the suflering was of no
more account than a beast of burden, that
must be held to the yoke by Statutes of Laborers |
and other deviees of selftshness, The !
ma-s of the nation was thus to be the slave of |
primlege, wealth luxury and caste, and. for |

1
class

and thearmpits, an {often over the whole body,
accompanie! by spitting of blood, fluxes of
blood from the bowelsand a parching fever
which nothing cculd assuage, which ended
in delirium or apathetic insensibility, the cer-
tain forerunner of death. The putrid inflampa-
tion of the respiratory organs, the blackened

all ®ie world cared, might dis of hardship and !

g0 to perdition,  Nevertlejoss it js ¢

the mass of the English people was Ly .
to realize that it, wo, had some interests gnd
some rights, and that God never meant, and

man had no right to maxke, a human creature the '
victim of a selfish and brutal tyranny. Even thas

peasant felt himsell to be every ioch & man, and

to be a long and weary one.

ur,

We prss togome later incidonts in thereizpy of
Faward [I1 which bear ontheoevoly e
Englsh  Coustitution.  After the Pog ot
Lretigny, which wao eoncluded between Fge
land and Franee in 1309, the inersnsine v g
of useful legislation bears withess 1ot | ye
ing power of the Cormons, who heogme r
more alert in their efforts to control the gde
ministration of King and Covniil 1y e
a  demand  madn gaensefy | f e
romoval ol grievance connectod wit! 1ra
procedire of the law courts issignftloant of 1 a
development of the nationel sy v fir s
the letter of a swtuta, not epforead i
a liter epoch, s eoneerued 11 1
langawe was still French ! i
never heen the mother topee of ]
and was becoming mors g ore gy
of the Norman Conguest It is true 1) "
higher classes on hoth sides of the ¢ 1
still spoke the same lncanaee, |
asserted its vitaliny the verra

mases nnd as the madinm of the pew e e

ture in which, through Langland wud ¢ aneer,

the nastonal spirit was seeling e pression ()
Commons, tharefare, petitioned v 4 1 dward
consented, that triale 1a eonrt shoold be e oe
forth condurted o Lngiish, 1 s repun )
that, at 2 time when Edward was stroving 10
conauer Franee, the pational spinit of his cun
realm should have » sl =0 antagonisti
to the French eonquest of Eneland, wiiel had
heen  accomplished 100 ywars  Fofor \'r.
Mackinnean thinks that the foct shepld

sufMleed ta convines him of the fig

ing to unite the crown of Ligiard, i

v ol senke

wlieh

the national spirit was beeoming so aesertive,
with that of France, which was beooming eqnunie
Iy eonscions of i1« rationaiiny v bed suflond
so mueh in selfedefones. Onr g ropeis
ot that the vi rws won on breoe! by
Enztieh arme, plthough they cuckened e
English vational spiviy, had hes .
80 many d <o {ar as Fdward's ul 0
purpose wes  affectod] They only  noade

deeper and more irrerncediable the separation
hetween the two peoples. I Norman-Frerch
had been the linguage of the nusses of the
English population, history might have taken
another turn, though the exampie of Scotland
was proving under FEdward's eves that even
identity of lunanage can never make congreet
palatable to a high-spirited people

In the later avd tragical years of Fdward's
life, one of the most notieeable phenomena
was the appearance of an anti-clerioal feeling
which showed itaelt not only In a determined
reaction against the jurisdiction of the Pope,
hut in aetive re<istance to the privileges of
the ¢ hureh, and in no less deterniined attempte
to reform the practical abuses of an ¢ffete relfg
fous life, There were ample grounds for the
widespread feeling of dissatistaction, grounds
discovorable in the nnscont Faglish literature, s
well asin the ofMeinl records of the age. Tha
clerieal pretension totheenjovment of large (lnsa
privileges in deference 1o the papal dopma of
the ab=olute indepeadence, and even superior=
ity, of the Church in relation to the Siate, the
spectacle of a series of worldly prelates ene
grossed in the pursuit of political functions 1o
the neglect of thelr episcopal duties; the deto-
rioration of elorical morality: the rembeanecs of

the ecclesinstica! courts in eallinge offenders
to  account; their obstinacy in  resisting
the efforts of the «civil courts to do
w0, and, finally, the tovergrown wenlth of
the cleriea! estates, wore abuses walch ne
high-splrited nation could submit 1o without
protwest and without elforts at reformation. In
the session of Parliament in 1571 the nioves

ment against clerieal politicians acquirad re-
doubled force. The lLords and Commens
insisted that all offlees of State should be herees
forth filled by laymen, the argument cddnod
in support of the demand being that clerical
officials were not amenable to the eivil law
and could not be ealled to account for mulads
winistration. At first Edward 10
regnrd the demand as an encroachinent on his
prerogatives, and curtly replied that he would
act in the matter as should seem best to hine-
self with the advice ol his conncil, but he subs
scquently complied and  substituted layviien
for ecclesiastios in the ofMices of Chancellor und
Treasurer In the session of 31272 the petitions
embodied a large sclheme of ¢
formi. The Commons complained of the «
tinued distraint of the public money to Home;
of the exactions of the ecclesiastical courts
in testamentary causes; of the dissoluteness of
many of the clergy, who, though 1hey night
not marry, might purchase frem
their ordinaries (0 keep a concubine ol 18
scandal and evil thereol; and of the renisstvss
of the Chureh courts in dealing with immoral
priests. The language of the petitions is notices
ably strong. Clerical greed, hypecrsy and
frmmorality were evidently intolerable scandals
and must be dealt with by the civil courts. The
King was asked not only to prohitit the drift
of English treasure Romeward, but to jut &
stop to the extortions of the ecclesiastical
courts by subjecting them to the control of
the civil judges. In reply, Edward propiced
to adopt the sugmestion should the prolates
continue remiss in their duties, and he o
that the Justices of Assizes should take ecog-
nizance of enses of fagrant inuporahity and
intlict heavy fines on delinquents. Moreover
obstinate, immoral priest should Le deprived
of his cure, and the benetice should be dedclared
vacant, in aceordance with thelaw of the

We must cloge our notive of this book with
arelerence to the proceedings ol the Pariament
whichmet in 1376 The Conunons, under the
leadership of their Spealior, Sir Peter de \are,

seenied

clesiastical 1ee

h=

lievnse

did not hesitate to arrjgn Lord Latiner, Chare
orlain and Privy Counciior, and he was .
tenced by the Lords o betired and impris

The King himself was toroed 1o put awa 4
mistress, Perrers, and Pariament vt
ol gruatantees aganst the o .
rence ZoseTrnLent Ly corrupt Mine
1t ters. atnded that the King # |
for the future add ten or tweive Lords to the
Council, who shouwid be consu.ted in a9
great affairs of State, and without whose -
Bistance no important busipness shooiad e -
termined.  In maers ol )
the Sovereign vus 0 act by the aayice ot \
or tour ol these additonal counciliors, w o
were to be in operpetunl resid voat
though they were not to {1« oV J
oMiciw: duties of the Chance Trew r
and other offfiers of Stute. ! '
lssued hy the King with their )
to be taithifully and ex;editionsiy ¢ |
by the Royal Miuisters. Al of the-e d 4
Fdward granted and embolied in a1 .
of  ordinances, ond  appoined a - "
committes of advice. The anount of ¢ tie
eal reforn achieved by this P 1 Ie
Ing s session of ten el .t
to the desiena { Var r*
It had read n leon e ilo

vl estabilished s oa precodent ot ¢
the vation to demana of ita rners ar cei'nt
of thetr stewardshiine 1t had shown, e
biefore the dave « 7 the Long Pariinment ::‘
the Retorim Pariiutea that when Fngiish

prublic opinion has made up itsmind to secure
reforms  an anti-reform  goverpment cannot
stand, especially if that government be coge
iyt Wi
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